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The Parties Continue!
St. Patrick’s Day Party: Wednesday, March 13
(and don’t forget every Wednesday at 4pm at the pool!)



This is the sixth in a series of articles about 
interesting places that can be visited from 
Tubac in one day.

ARIZONA-SONORA
DESERT MUSEUM
The 98-acre Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
is described as “a fusion experience: zoo, bo-
tanical garden, art gallery, natural history 
museum, and aquarium”. Unlike most muse-
ums, about 85% is outdoors! It interprets the 
complete natural history of a single region—
the Sonoran Desert and adjacent ecosystems 
—with plants and animals from the region 
featured together in its exhibits. It includes 
two miles of walking paths through various 
desert habitats, 242 animal species, 5,600 
plant specimens of 1,200 taxa and one of the 
world’s most comprehensive regional mineral 
collections. The non-profit is also home to 
conservation and research programs, which 
provide critical information to help conserve 
the Sonoran Desert region.

William H. Carr founded the Desert Museum 
in 1952 with the support of his friend, Arthur 
Newton Pack, a conservationist and editor of 
Nature Magazine. Pack, through his founda-
tion, provided $200,000 to open the museum 
and pay its operating cost, so the museum 
initially charged no admission. Although an 
admission charge was instituted in 1953, the 
museum is still supported only by admission 
fees, memberships, and donations, and re-
ceives no direct support from public taxes.

The Desert Museum is ranked on TripAdvisor 
as one of the Top 10 museums in the country 
and the #1 Tucson attraction. 

While at the museum you can also visit its two 
gift shops or enjoy lunch at one of its two 
restaurants: The Ironwood Terraces and the 
Ocotillo Café.

DON’T MISS:

• In “Cat Canyon” visitors can view small cats, 
like bobcats, coati and even an ocelot, in nat-
uralistic grotto settings. 

• The “Desert Grassland” exhibit area recreates 
a desert grassland habitat featuring soap tree 
yuccas, desert scrub, grasses and succulents. 
Visitors can observe prairie dogs, both turkey 
and black vultures and the Great Blue Heron.

• Currently on exhibit in the “Riparian Corridor”
area are a river otter, bighorn sheep, beavers, 
native fish and aquatic invertebrates.

• The “Life Underground” exhibit highlights 
creatures that make their homes underground. 
Visitors enter a tunnel and walk below ground 
into a dimly lit corridor where various crea-
tures, such as kit fox, kangaroo rat, and ring-
tail, are featured. Here visitors learn where 
animals go when the desert heats up. 

Day� ippingfrom Tubacfrom Tubac

(top row) Desert owl (left). A prairie dog in the Desert 
Grasslands exhibit (right). (center) A coyote on the 
Desert Loop Trail. (bottom) An ocelot in Cat Canyon 
(left). (right) The museum entrance.

(above) A pair of Bighorn sheep in the Riparian Corridor.
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• The “Desert Loop Trail” is an unpaved desert 
trail one-half mile long, passing through areas 
where javelinas, coyotes and lizards are on 
display. The fencing there is designed to be 
almost invisible to the eye, aiming to make the 
enclosure feel like naturally open space. 

• During the “Raptor Free Flight” visitors can 
experience birds flying completely untethered 
in the natural beauty of the Sonoran Desert. 
(Show runs daily, except Wednesdays, at 10am 
through April 7.)

• The “Mountain Woodland” exhibit includes 
a cougar, white-tailed deer, Mexican wolves 
and a brown bear. 

• There is also a walk-in aviary with northern  
cardinals, Gambel’s quail, ducks, doves, and 
many other species of native birds. 

• The “Hummingbird Aviary” allows observa-
tion of hummingbirds hovering so closely that 
visitors can feel the air disturbed by their wings. 
In breeding season, nests are near enough to 
allow viewing of the babies.

• The Desert Museum’s gardens showcase the 
Sonoran Desert’s vibrant ecosystem and rep-
resent a variety of biotic communities found 
within the Sonoran Desert region.

For more information about the museum and 
its current exhibits visit:
www.desertmuseum.org

Photos courtesy of Hilde McNeil. 
Information courtesy of The Arizona-Sonora 
Desert Museum and Wikipedia. (top) A mountain lion. (bottom)

A great blue heron (left) and a Mexican wolf (right).

(left) A kit fox enjoying some attention in the Life Underground display. (right) Along the Desert Loop Trail.

Getting there:
The Desert Museum is located on the 
west side of Tucson at 2021 North 
Kinney Road. Parking is free. 
A map is available at:
desertmuseum.org/visit/map.php 

Hours:
October - May: 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
June - September:7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Cool Summer Nights: Open till 9:00 p.m. 
on summer Saturdays (Check website for 
exact dates in 2024.)
Admission:
General Admission (ages 13-64): $29.95
Senior (ages 65+): $27.95
Youth (ages 3-12): $19.95
Children (under 3): Free
Desert Museum Members: Free
Discounted admissions available for 
active and retired military ($27.95) and 
Arizona/Sonora residents 13+ ($24.95)

Memberships: 
Student: (1 student with valid ID) $35
Individual: (1 adult) $79 *
Dual: (2 adults) $119 *
Family: (2 adults plus children) $159 *
Turquoise: (same as family )$299 +

* Family membership includes 2 sin-
gle-use guest admission tickets and a 
year-round 10% gift shop discount

+ Turquoise membership includes 8 
single-use guest admission tickets, a 
year-round 10% gift shop discount, free 
stroller and wheelchair rental and 5 
Stingray Touch entry tickets.
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Hello Neighbors, my name is Stella 
Barden and this is all about me. I 
am a very soft, almost white, very 
curly golden doodle. I was born in 

Apache Junction, AZ, on Thanksgiving, 2018, 
so I am a little over fi ve years old. That is ap-
proximately the same as 35 human years. My 
residence is 24 Circulo Diego Rivera, where I 
live with my two wonderful humans (Jerry 
and Jane) and a worthless cat named Jazzy. 

My humans have lived here a little over fi ve 
years and acquired me quickly after they set-
tled to keep them and the residence safe. 
Overall, they are pretty good owners. Their job 
is to feed me, give me treats, take me on walks, 
and tend to my other basic needs. They do a 
fairly good job keeping me happy except the 
treats are a little sparse.

The cat has lived with my humans for over 13 
years, which makes absolutely no sense to me. 
Her job is to do nothing but sleep in the bed 
all the time. She occasionally arises to eat, give 
herself a bath, visit her cleverly hidden litter 
box, and then go back to bed. I have tried very 
hard to get her to play ball, but she has zero 
interest. In fact, one time I was trying my 
hardest to get her interested in my best blue 
ball and she responded by whacking me across 
my nose (which made my eyes water profuse-
ly). If you do not already own a cat, I would 
not recommend acquiring one.

My job is to keep my humans safe and to pro-
tect the general neighborhood, including the 
De Anza Park which is directly located right 
outside our back gate. When I perch on my 
couch, I have a perfect view of the park 
and what is going on there. Mostly, 
the action is comprised of other 
Barrio pack mates and their humans. 
Occasionally, we have new visitors. 
I always warn them of my presence so 
they know they are being closely watched 
and should probably move along.

There is a nice group of friends in my 
pack. There is my boyfriend, Franklin, 
who lives conveniently around the 
corner. You probably read about 
Franklin in one of the previous 
newsletters. His turf to guard is the 
north side. Then there is my best 
friend, Abby. Abby is two weeks 
younger than me, so I try my hardest 
to be a good role model for her. She 
appears to be learning and her turf to 
guard is the south side. We all work to-
gether (with the other local mutts) to keep 
the east side safe which is known for the 
most action in the Barrio. That is because 
there are many wild animals that live in that 
vicinity. We are all wary of the javelinas be-
cause they have been known to be aggres-
sive, especially when they have their new 
softball size babies. The deer don’t seem to 
cause too many problems and the bobcats 
keep to themselves. The one visitor we are 
keeping a close eye on is a mountain lion that 
visits occasionally. You humans may know this 
creature as a cougar or puma, but the pack 
refers to this mountain lion as Trouble. Please 
report any sighting of this shifty intruder to 
any of the pack members and we will watch 
carefully for any problems. Abby is the best 
one to contact as she lives closer and doesn’t 
seem to take her own safety quite as seriously 
as the rest of us. 

So, that covers the basics of my life and role 
in the community. Feel free to approach me 
for an introduction when you see me pa-
trolling the area with my humans. I may grab 
you for a quick hug, which is also a convenient 
way to check if you are one of the humans who 
carry treats. Just a note, the humans who car-
ry treats tend to be the favorites of the neigh-
borhood. Just saying…

   by Stella Barden
     My Life
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Cielito Lindo HOA Website:
cielitolindohoa.com 

Cielito Lindo HOA
Property Management:

Tammy Censky
Stellar Property Management, LLC
tammy@stellarpmllc.com
P.O. Box 18108,
Tucson, AZ 85731|
Offi  ce: 520.561.8497

Cielito Lindo HOA Meetings:

JANUARY 22, 2024:
Work Session

FEBRUARY 7, 2024: 
Annual Meeting

MARCH 18, 2024:
Work Session

APRIL 8, 2024: 
Board Meeting

MAY 20, 2024:
Work Session

JUNE 10, 2024: 
Board Meeting
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  SUMMARYSUMMARY  SUMMARYCielito Lindo CC&Rs

Whether you are a full time or part time resident,
renter or visitor, welcome to our community. 
In order to make your time here as enjoyable 
as possible, it is crucial we all adhere to the fol-
lowing Rules and Regulations that govern our 
HOA. The following are some of the most per-
tinent rules that apply to us all. If you need to 
consult the full CC&R’s, you can fi nd a copy 
posted on our website at cielitolindohoa.com.

1. PARKING
Please be aware of our parking regulations. 
They are strictly enforced. Vehicles must be 
stored in your garage with the doors closed, 
not in the driveway, on the street, common 
area, guest parking, or easements. RV’s cannot 
be parked on any public street except for tem-
porary loading/unloading. A limited number 
of visitor parking spaces are provided in des-
ignated areas for temporary parking (up to two 
weeks) for short term visitors only. Please 
make sure your visitors place a guest parking 
permit in their vehicles on the dashboard when 
parked in guest parking. Visitors are also al-
lowed to park in your driveway for 48 hours as 
long as no part of the street is blocked. If your 
guest(s) are staying for more than two weeks, 
an extended permit must be obtained from the 
Design Review Committee (DRC). Likewise, 
if you require a temporary parking variance 
because your garage is unavailable due to 
construction or other reason, please apply with 
the DRC. Full regulations are posted on our 
website.

2. NOISE & LIGHTING
No loud or off ensive noise is allowed at any 
time. Cielito Lindo is part of the “dark skies” 
initiative and outdoor glaring lights are not 
permitted. Outdoor fi xtures should be 40 watts 
or less, yellow bug lights. If exterior light fi x-
tures are changed, they must cast their light 
downward only, due to our “dark skies” policy. 
Decorative ground lighting shall be low-profi le, 
low-voltage, shielded, and directed downward 
with a limited radius.

3. DESIGN GUIDELINES
To preserve property values as well as overall 
beauty in a planned community like ours, it is 

essential that common design guidelines be 
followed by everyone. Please consult the HOA 
CC&R’s and make no alterations to the outside 
of your property (including landscaping) with-
out fi rst applying for a permit from the Design 
Review Committee. Permit applications are 
available at cielitolindohoa.com.

4. PETS
House pets are welcome at Cielito Lindo; the 
general rule is two pets per household. No pets 
may be confi ned unattended in the garden/
patio for an unreasonable amount of time. All 
pets taken outside garden/patio walls must be 
kept on leashes at all times (Santa Cruz County 
Leash Law) and owners must pick up after 
their pets. 

5. ANZA PARK
Owned and managed by our Master Association, 
Barrio de Tubac, this park is for the enjoyment 
of homeowners in all the associations. Please 
help keep the park clean. Doggie bags are 
available on both the east and west sides of the 
park. Do not deposit personal trash in the park 
trash containers.

6. COMMON AREAS
Any land outside your home and walls is con-
sidered a common area. No outdoor decor of 
any kind — including statues, bird feeders, or 
ornamental art — can be placed in the com-
mon area without permission from the Design 
Review Committee.

7. POOL
Pool use is limited to Cielito Lindo HOA mem-
bers and their guests. Keys are to be carried at 
all times when using the pool area. Gates are 
to be closed and locked at all times; they 
should never be propped open. Absolutely no 
noise is permitted between 9pm and 9am. No 
pets are allowed in the pool area. Smoking and 
glass containers are prohibited. Children 17 
and under must be accompanied by an adult 
and children under 12 are not permitted in the 
spa. Please remove your trash as you leave as 
there is no pickup. 

8. TRASH
Cielito Lindo has no trash pickup. You must 
arrange with a service (Canyon Disposal or Rio 
Rico Sanitation) or take your trash to the local 
landfi ll. Covered containers for trash should 
always be hidden from view, except trash pickup 
day. No trash of any kind should accumulate 
on any lot including patios or porches.


